
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE ELECTION OF A PARISH 

COUNCIL – AUGUST 21ST, 2022 and SEPTEMBER 4TH, 2022 

There will be an election of the Parish Council for the parishes in the 

Vernon area – St. James, Our Lady of the Valley and St. Benedict’s – 

during the week of October 2nd, 2022. It will be one council for the 

three parishes. It will not be three councils, with one council for each of 

the parishes. The council will consist of seven (7) persons, with 

proportionate representation for each of the parishes – three (3) for St. 

James, three (3) for Our Lady of the Valley and one (1) for St. 

Benedict’s. This change is made for several reasons including: 

• simplicity and efficiency – it is better for Father Peter to have one 

group of advisors and fewer meetings; 

• to avoid duplication of Ministries, such as a Ministry for Youth; 

• to promote consistency of Catholic principle and application of 

that principle from parish-to-parish. Catholic culture and unity is 

about God, not St. James, Our Lady of the Valley or St. Benedict’s 

parishes; 

• to share the quality of the Council members with all the parishes 

in the area; and 

• to make the resources of each parish available to meet the needs 

of all of the parishes. 

The uniqueness of each parish, and the history of each parish having its 

own council, will be taken into account, and respected, by the single 

council in its procedures and its recommendations to Father Peter. 

The parishioners in each of the parishes will nominate, and vote for, the 

representatives of their parishes on the Council. St. James parishioners 

will nominate and vote for three (3) representatives on the Council. Our 

Lady of the Valley parishioners will nominate and vote for three (3) 



representatives on the Council. St. Benedict’s parishioners will 

nominate and vote for one (1) representative on the Council. 

Parishioners of any of the parishes will not nominate, or vote for, 

representatives of the other parishes. 

Elderly or otherwise vulnerable people, whether in a care facility or not, 

should be approached by a representative of any of the parishes, to 

help them participate in the election as they may want. 

Nominations will be accepted during the week of September 11th, 2022. 

Any parishioner, who 13 years of age or more, may nominate any other 

parishioner, or themselves, as a candidate. 

Nominees may accept or reject the nomination. 

The Nomination Forms and the Ballots for the election will be available 

in the Churches, and the Parish Office 

All aspects of the election will be supervised by the Electoral 

Committee of the Vernon Parishes. It was established by Father Peter in 

furtherance of his approval of the Synodal Report in April, 2022. This 

Electoral Committee consists of several parishioners, some for each of 

the three parishes. Its recommendations were reported to, and 

approved by, Father Peter in August, 2022. The Synodal and the 

Electoral Committee for the Vernon Parishes reports are on the parish 

website. 

The Parish Council functions as an advisor to Father Peter. It is not a 

rule-making or legislative body; it does not govern the parishes. Its 

recommendations to Father Peter are not binding on him – he may 

accept or reject them, as he sees fit, or enter into dialogue with the 

Council to change parts of any such recommendations. Father Peter is 

not a member of the Council but may attend its meetings as an 
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observer. The Chair of the Council will be a lay person elected by the 

Council members. The agenda for its meetings will be prepared by the 

Council, with input from any parishioner, Father Peter and anyone in 

the community. It is anticipated that the agendas and minutes of the 

meetings will be on the parish website. All the meetings should be live 

on-line and archived, so that anyone may observe a meeting as they 

see fit. This Council, constituted and operated like this, should facilitate 

the involvement of the laity in the pastoral affairs of the parishes, in a 

spirit of transparency and accountability, as disciples of Christ. It 

advances the synodal values of communion with the Holy Spirit, 

participation and mission announced by Pope Francis in October, 2021. 

It will function within the Doctrine of the Catholic Church; it is purely 

pastoral in its purpose and effect. 

The Electoral Committee of the Vernon Parishes wants to express its 

gratitude to Bishop Joseph and Father Peter for this opportunity for 

parishioners to function as advisors in the pastoral affairs of our 

parishes. Each of us should prayerfully discern what we can do in this 

process and through the Council, whether it be as a voter, nominee, 

candidate, member of the Council, contact person for a Ministry 

created by Father Peter through the Council, or a participant in any 

such Ministry. May we all be inspired by the Holy Spirit as we walk the 

paths of our lives, as Disciples of Christ, mindful of the giftedness we 

have been blessed with, whether it be time, treasure or talent. As Isaiah 

said: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying ‘Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?’ And I said ‘Here am I; send me!’ “ As Isaiah heard 

the Lord and responded to Him, we too should hear the Lord and 

respond within the limits of our giftedness. 
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